Haere mai, welcome to

Ruawai Kindergarten
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Our Address is;

29 Wharf Road, Ruawai

Our Phone & Fax Number is;

(09) 439 2415

Our E-mail Address is;

ruawai@nka.org.nz
Kindergarten Sessions

Monday – Friday

8.15am – 12.45pm
Teaching Team
Sara McKinley

Alishya Chircop
Programme

This is the beginning of education away from the home, provided in a free play resourced based programme.  Te Whariki, the early childhood curriculum is used in conjunction with our understandings about children’s growth patterns, interests, strengths, needs and experiences, to design the most appropriate learning environment.

Name Board
When you arrive, please encourage your child to find his/her name and place it on their locker.  This encourages early recognition of their name and formation of letters as well as developing a sense of belonging here at kindergarten.

Sign In & Out
Please sign in & out when your child arrives and departs kindergarten.  A clipboard with children’s names is displayed on top of the lockers outside.  Regular signing in and out is a requirement for our funding.

Attendance

Enrolling your child at our kindergarten is a commitment requiring REGULAR attendance.  This ensures your child gains maximum benefit from our programme and also ensures we honour the undertaking given to the Ministry of Education that our kindergarten will always be fully utilised by enrolled children.

SHOULD YOUR CHILD BE AWAY FOR ANY REASON, PLEASE NOTIFY STAFF – WE HAVE AN ANSWER SERVICE FOR OUT OF HOURS PHONE CALLS 439 2415

Ruawai Kindergarten Policies

A green Policy Folder is available for all families to read, along with the Hazard Register.  These folders are both situated in the outside lockers please ensure to make yourself familiar with these documents.

Smoking

The kindergarten is Smoke Free At All Times.

Mat-time

Our mat time is approximately 12.30pm.  Mat-time is an opportunity for children to share news, group discussion, listen to stories as well as music and movement.  Mat time is used to encourage listening and concentration skills as well as a safe and manageable way of releasing children to their families at the end of the session.

Arrival and Departure

Please collect your child on time.  Children arriving early or left late are not the responsibility of the staff, who are busy at these times with preparation, phone enquires and administration.

Children who are left late, often lose trust in an adult for a short period.  If your child is to be collected by someone else, please let the staff know.

Child’s Pocket

Each child has a pocket, which is situated at the front entrance.  This pocket holds newsletters and all up to date information that parents need to know.  Please check regularly.

Child’s Art Work

The children’s art work is placed in a box, situated by the front entrance.  Every child has a space with their name on it.

Children’s Belongings

We encourage children to be responsible for their own belongings.  We prefer children not to bring their personal belongings ie; toys to kindergarten, as these can become lost or broken.  However, if your child has something that they would like to share with their peers this can be done at mat-time and kept in the office during the session.

Supervision

Children’s safety is of paramount importance.  Please assist us and intervene if you observe a situation that may be threatening to a child’s safety and well-being.

Parent & Whanau Participation
If you have a particular skill or interest you would be willing to share with the children and teachers or even just to help out during session, you would be most welcomed!  Also, we would appreciate help at tidy-up times to ensure our environment is always left in a clean and tidy state.
Portfolios

The portfolios contain learning stories, photographs and art work of your child’s interests, strengths and achievements at kindergarten.  The portfolio is to be used in partnership with yourselves, to document your child’s current interest and progress in both the kindergarten and home setting, so please feel free to add your voice.

These learning stories and observations are used to plan and extend your child’s individual strengths and interests.

‘20 Hours Free’

20 hours free ECE is available to 3 and 4 year old children enrolled at our kindergarten.  To be eligible families must complete a ‘free ECE attestation form’.  For families who wish not to access 20 hours free at our kindergarten will be required to pay the set fee of $2 per hour as set out in the Northland Kindergarten Association Fee Policy.

Costs related to excursions out of the kindergarten as well as a term stationary fee will also apply to all families.  These policies can be viewed at kindergarten.
Parent Group
Our kindergarten has a committee of families who meet monthly to discuss and manage the finances of the kindergarten, fundraising, assist in maintaining the building and grounds and to review policies, management plans and desirable objectives and practices.  If you are interested in becoming involved, please discuss this with a teacher.  This is an opportunity for you to become involved in your child’s early childhood education away from home.  Your input would be most welcome and valued.

Recycling
If you have access to special junk or boxes, cardboard etc, we would like you to save it – these materials are an important component to our art area.

Food

Children at Ruawai Kindergarten are encouraged to take responsibility for their own hunger and thirst therefore, children are able to have their food and drink when they feel the need.  Children must wash their hands, remain seated while eating and behave appropriately at kai/food table.  Teachers observe children at the kai/food table and will remind those who haven’t eaten to have something before the end of the session. Following the kindergarten policy on Health & Safety, we encourage only healthy foods as the most desirable for growing children.

Children who are turning 5 are acknowledged by a special “Happy School Days’ celebration.  This includes making a hat and clay cake.  Also, if families wish we have a selection of books families can choose from to donate to kindergarten; a name plaque will be placed in the book of choice as a record of the child’s attendance at Ruawai Kindergarten.  This gift can be present at the child’s happy school day celebration.

We hope you enjoy your time at kindergarten, making lots of new friends both for yourself and your child.  If you have any concerns, please feel free to talk with the teachers, or refer to the notice board for our procedure.  If you like what we are doing it would be great to hear about it.  We look forward to working with you and your child.
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