Ruawai Kindergarten; the teachers perspective on learning…

We believe the best environment for children to be ready, willing and able – is an environment that shows focus to the whole child and holistic development; acknowledging the Early Childhood Curriculum – Te Whariki.

At Ruawai Kindergarten, we believe for our tamariki, whanau & kaiako is nurtured by;

The kindergarten whanau…

· The teaching team ie; qualified teachers, motivated & passionate, commitment to on-going learning.

· A ‘home-like’ atmosphere with familiar routines.
· A culture of respect.
· The concept of AKO meaning that we are equal partners in the teaching and learning process.
Our environment is the third teacher….

· Emphasis on the natural environment

· Acknowledgement & celebration of te ao Maori

· Open opportunities.

· Recycling and sustainability

· Caring for the environment
Freedom to move, explore, interact & experiment…

· Social exploration & trust

· Opportunities for solitary play
· Peaceful spaces to explore
· Inviting and stimulating

· Engaging the imagination

· Inspirational

· Time
A whanaungatanga approach...
· Responsive and reciprocal relationships

· Sharing the knowledge

· Collaboration & belonging

· Learning from and alongside our families & community is paramount.
Aotearoa, Ruawai and surrounding environs…

· Our unique rural environment.

· Learning about life from the activities of life.

· Te Tiriti o Waitangi - honouring and respecting both worlds

· Bicultural learning – te reo & tikanga Maori interwoven throughout the curriculum
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