Forest View Kindergarten

Ako tahi tupu tahi ana

Learning and Growing Together 

215 Kiripaka Road, Tikipunga, Whangarei

Phone 4372965  Fax 4372954  Mobile 027 7557761
Email: forestview@nka.org.nz
Hours: 
Kindergarten Day session:-Mon-Thurs 8.30-2.30pm 
                             Friday 8.30-12.45pm
Morning session:- Mon-Thurs 8.30-12.30pm 
                             Friday 8.30-12.45pm

Staff:-

Head Teacher:  Delwyne Gray

Teacher: Juliann Johnston
Teacher: Jenny Dyke
Teacher: Raewyn Douglas
Support Staff: Liz Dixon
Kia Ora and Welcome to Forest View.

Kindergarten is, for many children, the first time they have participated in an early childhood centre.

To help you understand our kindergarten routines, we have prepared this booklet to explain some basic information.

We welcome your participation in our kindergarten. We acknowledge families/whanau as the first educators and care givers. We value the diversity of the community and the input of all within the kindergarten. Please feel free to spend time here whenever you wish. Your child learns that what they do at Kindergarten is important to you. 
 Many parents wonder just what sort of educational experiences their children are getting by ‘just playing’. A child never ‘just plays’. A child learns through experience and with the right teaching and guidance, will have excellent learning patterns established for life.

It is important that the foundations for learning are established early and that children learn that education is fun! You are welcome to make a time to talk with staff more formally about your child but otherwise we are happy to have a quick chat at any time.
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Te Whariki

Our programme is based on the national early childhood curriculum called “Te Whariki”. This has been envisaged as a whariki, or mat, woven from the principles, strands, and goals.

The Principles

Empowerment – Whakamana

Holistic Development – Kotahitanga

Family and Community – Whanau Tangata

Relationships – Nga Hononga 

The Strands

Well-being – Mana Atua

Belonging – Mana Whenua

Contribution – Mana Tangata

Communication – Mana Reo

Exploration – Mana Aoturoa

Our programme is planned to provide for your child’s intellectual, emotional, social and physical development during their time with us. 
Portfolios are collated of children’s time at kindergarten with photos, children’s work and learning stories kept in them about the child’s interests and strengths. These are yours to keep and to please share with the school when your child moves on. 

For a more detailed explanation of Te Whariki, the principles, strands and goals please have a look at the noticeboard.
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Kindergarten Parent Group
Parents are invited to join the Parent Group. Their role is a supporting/management one and involves helping maintain the building and grounds, fund raising, organising social events and supporting staff  of the kindergarten. The teaching staff appreciates the support given by parents who have committed themselves to be part of this group. Meetings are advertised on the white board. All are welcome.
Fees 

The Government offers 20 free hours to all 3 and 4 year olds. This can be shared with another early childhood center but parents who are using all their 20 ECE hours elsewhere will be charged $2 per hour. This goes towards the ongoing costs of resources, power, cleaning, phone, etc.
Children attending the Kindergarten Day Session will only pay $10.50 per week. You will be invoiced at the beginning of each term.

We also ask $15 when your child starts to cover admin costs for portfolios, photocopying etc. This is a one off cost.

If you have any queries, please feel free to talk to the teachers.
Parking

Please park on our driveway or out on the road. Parking in front of the school shed or on the grass may result in the High School having your car towed away. Please do not park where our teacher’s park as children may be coming in as you are backing out.

Always close the gate, to keep the children safe.

Health

Please keep your child home if they have anything contagious, e.g. colds, flu, school sores, diarrhoea or conjunctivitis. If your child is unwell or overtired please consider others and keep them at home. At kindergarten things like this spread easily so even if they insist that they want to come please use your better judgement. 
Note Pockets
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Each child has a note pocket into which all newsletters, fundraising information etc, will be placed. Please check daily.
Bringing Children
Please respect the start and finish times of the session. Always bring your child into the kindergarten, and sign them in and out in the book at the door. Children must be dropped off and collected by an adult. Please notify the teachers if the person collecting your child is different from the usual person

Try to arrive on time to collect your child, as they can become upset if left after departure time. If you know you will be late, please phone so we are able to reassure your child.
Clothing
Please dress you children in suitable play clothes and provide a change of clothing in their bag. 

Provide a sunhat in summer, as we have a Sunsafe Policy at kindergarten.

Please regularly check the lost property box for any of your child’s lost clothing. Name all your child’s belongings.

Attendance
Unless your child is sick or away on holiday, we expect a regular attendance. If your child will be absent for a session please notify the kindergarten on the first day especially so that we can keep your child’s place on the roll. Consistency is important for the well-being of your child.The more regularly they attend the more they will gain from our curriculum. 

If your child’s attendance hours are different from their enrolment agreement you will be asked to sign to confirm their enrolment once a month.
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Kai Time
We ask that children bring a substantial healthy snack in their lunch box every day. Please no lollies, chocolate etc. Filtered water is supplied for drinking. No drink bottles thanks. Fruit will also be available all through the session and children will be encouraged to choose when they want to eat with reminders before tidy up time.
Kindergarten Day Session children will have lunch together at 12.15pm. They will be reminded to save something for ‘lunch’.

Please talk with the teachers if your child has special requirements.

Parents are asked to bring at least 3 pieces of fruit a week, e.g., apple, orange or carrot to share.
Art Work

As your child’s work is important to them, we ask that you collect this from the blue art boxes near the door. They are filed under your child’s first name, i.e. A for Amy.

Parents Library

In the Whanau room we have books, pamphlets and DVDs that you may borrow that are interesting and often helpful. Please write the name of the book and your name on the borrower’s list (note book provided).

Mat Time

Mat times are important! Children develop concentration and listening skills and share activities and information with the group. You are welcome to sit with us and participate but otherwise please keep non-kindergarten children quiet and please chat outside.
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Parent Help

We know some people like to work with the children while others like to

help in other ways. If you would like to share your talents, e.g. carpentry, music let us know. 
Below are some ways in which you can help . . .

cutting fruit, baking, reading stories, gardening, helping children to name art, help finishing puzzles and putting away, topping up and tidying collage, washing paints, tidying art area, sweeping inside and out, general tidy up.
We appreciate any help. 
While you are here feel free to make yourself a hot drink if you wish (
Parents please note:

• Please bring a copy of your child’s birth certificate and immunisation certificate to kindergarten on their first day. Please inform us if they are not immunised.
• Personal possessions and toys are best left at home as they can become lost or broken or cause disputes between children here.
• We are always looking for creative materials for the children to use, so collect up and bring it along (we especially need soft wood off-cuts for carpentry - on a very regular basis), shells, cotton reels, lace, florist paper and ribbon, buttons, cardboard, dried flowers, corks, bottle tops, greeting cards, wrapping paper and many other things.

 We are not allowed to use polystyrene, toilet rolls, dirty bottles, glass objects, or soap boxes. Thanks for your help.
· Remember to enrol younger children. 
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So Welcome! Please relax and enjoy the time you and your child spend at Forest View kindergarten (
